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Understanding of system dynamics, which change over time because of: (1) impacts of human actions 
within Delta ecosystem (e.g., increased upstream diversion, changed levees in Delta, ecosystem 
restoration), (2) external large scale natural system changes, to some of which humans contribute 
(e.g., changes in sea level or precipitation) and (3) changes in relevant science (e.g., seismic risk to 
levees).

hydrodynamics
ecosystem dynamics
Delta life forms of interest, e.g., pelagic organisms
water quality
subsidence
global climate change - sea level rise
regional climate change - more winter flooding
seismic activity risks to levees
introduced species
population growth and urbanization

Risk management could be central to new policies, 
requiring assessment of performance of Delta attributes 
and services on a regular basis and use of resulting 
information in policy implementation decisions by those 
charged with these responsibilities. Effective risk 
management requires institutionalized monitoring, scientific 
assessments,  appropriate decision making and then 
changed program management.

Visions and the strategic plan should be 
vetted with scientists, managers and 
stakeholders as they are developed. 
Among the issues to consider are how to 
proceed where large risks or uncertainty 
re tools exists, including phasing, 
smaller scale experiments, reversible 
actions or redundancy.
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