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December 4, 2008

%6 Assemblyman Jared Huffman, Chairman - Water, Parks, and Wildlife Comm.
Senator Patricia Wiggins, Chairwoman - Joint Comm. on Fisheries & Aquaculture
Senator Mark Leno
~——————> John Kirlin, Executive Director, Delta Vision Program
Brian Stranko, CEQ, California Trout
€& Senator Diane Feinstein, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Dear Mr. Huffman, Ms. Wiggins and Mr. Kirlin, *

As a native Californian ] want to thank you for your attention and dedication 10
protecting California state fish and working with scientists to find a solution. Great
opportunities are coming in California to make large and radical decisions. Water and
fish are included.

I"d like to simply make my points:
* We need to fix our waterways to allow free flowing fish to swim upstream and
reproduce (for free). Every major river in California is dammed. v o
~* Fish in the river means vacationers to the area who will spend money in local
economies. '
* Fish in the river means protecting vital nutrients that the American Medical
Association promotes for our health: Americans need to eat more fish.
~®  Promote the removal of the Klamath River dams as a step in the right direction.
e The Garcia River is an example of a free flowing river that has fish returning.
ﬁifgﬂn a year that we have cancelled our commercial Salmon fishing season and there
are talks t%wn the Klamath dams ek Ho/ech D SR e
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* Therefore, our greatest future threat to rehabilitation our fisheries populations,
- economy, and environment is Gov. Schwarzenegger's and Senator Feinstein’s

water bill that includes money for dams and the peripheral canal
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¢ Please consider a statewide moratorium on new golf courses.
Thank you for your time and for looking out for future Californians.

Matthew J. Richardson, DPT, Doctor of Physical Therapy, SF, CA 94123. 415-577-7080.
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Coho salmon fry discovered up a remote creek
Peter Fimrite, Chronicie Staff writer

Saturday, November 1, 2008

(10-31) 17:58 PDT MENDOCINO COUNTY -

Jennifer Carah is a scientist who doesn't normally squeal, especially not when she is under water,
but a recent snorkeling expedition in an obscure creek on the North Coast caused her to abandon
all scholarly protocol.

"Yeeeee heeeeee," she shrieked through hera ypotting a mass of little fish behind a rock
in Pardaloe Creek, a remote tributary of tife Garcia River, if the heavily logged forests of
Mendocino County.

The critters that elicited the squeal were endangered coho salmon. In fact, juvenile coho were
found in 10 places where they had not been seen in years in the 72,000 acre Garcia River
watershed. '

"T was pretty excited to find them there," said Carah, a field scientist for the Nature Conservancy.
"We've checked the data of other agencies and haven't heard accounts of coho being up there
before. These sightings have generated a whole lot of enthusiasm, especially given the fact that
coho are pretty much on the brink of extinction." ' '

The discovery of coho in the headwaters of the Garcia River is especially eye-opening because the
watershed once was destroyed by logging. Now it is part of a unique experiment that involves what
conservationists call sustainable forestry, or selective logging,

"As we all know, parks are struggling to manage the lands they already own, and local
governments, particularly in rural counties, don't like to see big swaths of private land put into
parks because it takes it off the tax roles and takes the land out of public use," said Chris Kelly, the
California program director for the Virginia-based Conservation Fund, which paid the timber
company Coastal Forestlands $18 million in 2004 for the 23,780-acre Garcia River Forest. "Why
not own it and manage it as a productive forest and use the timber to pay for the restoration and
management of the property?” '

The Nature Conservancy paid $3.5 million for a conservation easement on the property that allows

them to conduct studies and monitor fish and wildlife populations in the watershed. The
Conservation Fund is in charge of managing the forest by repairing roads, fixing erosion and hiring
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Step taken towaryl removing Klamath River dams
Peter Fimrite, Chronicle Stalyriter
Friday, November 14, 2008

(11-13) 20:34 PST -

The most powerful opponents of efforts to remove four dams that have blocked salmon migration
on the Klamath River for the past century did an about-face Thursday and agreed in principletoa
dam-removal plan along the California and Oregon border.

The proposal by Bush administration officials and PacifiCorp, the hydroelectric power company
that distributes the water, would not remove the dams for 12 more years. It was nevertheless hailed
by fishing groups, tribal representatives and environmentalists as the first big step in the largest

- dam-removal project in U.S, history., :

“This is a huge milestone toward what would be the largest river-restoration effort ever
undertaken," said Steve Rothert, California director of American Rivers, a national nonprofit river
conservation group. "There's still a lot of work to be done, but PacifiCorp went on record i in front of
the world and said thxs is a good deal and good policy.”

It has taken several years for the stakeholders to reach an agreement. Talks of removing the dams
began in 2002 after a federally ordered change in water flow led to the die-off of 33,000 salmon.

But negotiations between PacifiCorp, California, Oregon, the federal government, fishermen and
various Indian tribes became more serious as the problems with the salmon fisheries came to a
head this year. There have been devastating declines in the number of spawning salmon in both the
Klamath and Sacramento river basins. The paltry numbers forced regulators for the first time to
ban all ocean fishing of chinook salmon this year in California and Oregon.

Dams have been blamed for much of the historic decline, but until now PacifiCorp and the federal
government have fought efforts to remove the Iron Gate, Copeo I, Copco IT and J.C. Boyle dams on
the Klamath.

'The agreement announced Thursday does not commit to the removal of the dams. Instead, it
provides a framework for the various interest groups, government agencies and businesses to
collaborate on environmental and economic studies. The plan, as it stands, is to finalize the
agreement in June and then conduct studies until 2012, when the secretary of the interior would
make a final decision.
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Pass law to cut delta water use, panel says
Kelly Zito, Chronicle Staff Writer '
Thursday, November 27, 2008

Over the next two years, California should pass laws cutting water consumptiot\yy 20 percent,
shore up strategic levees, study new reservoirs and pass Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegg 2o bil
plus water bond, according to a set of preliminary recommendations released Wednesday by a
Cabinet-level panel.

The Delta Vision Committee, charged with advising policy makers on the future of the failing
- Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, said the proposals are aimed at spurring discussions among
committee members and stakeholders who will gather Dec. 5 in Sacramento.

In addition to authorizing additional funding and bolstering infrastructure, the committee
proposed designating the delta a National Heritage Area, increasing the state's supply of recycled
and desalinated water and cracking down on water permits violators. Water rights permits
ostensibly set the amount of water that may be diverted from any water source.

The preliminary proposals grew out of a 20-month study by the independent, governor-appointed
Delta Blue Ribbon Task Force. Last month, the task force, comprised of scientists, policy experts
and planners, set two, equal, over-arching goals for work on the delta: Restoration of the ecosystem
and the creation of a stable water supply for California. B '

Now, the Delta Vision Committee must decide which nuts-and-bolts steps to include in its
recommendations to the governor and Legislature by Dec. 31. ' '

The delta, a 1,300-square-mile estuary, acts as a giant funnel, delivering water - mostly from the
north - to approximately 25 million Californians, many of them in Central and Southern California.
Over the last several years, lawmakers, scientists and water users have watched, unnerved, as water
quality has deteriorated and fish populations crashed. |

Adding insult to injury, the delta is now embroiled in drought and a legal fight pitting
environmental interests against operators of the federal and state pumps that send water to cities
and farmlands statewide. : '

Taking steps to mend the delta would aid farmers, cities and wildlife alike.

However, some critics contend the ambitious effort echoes that of CalFed, a coordinating body

h"ﬂ‘//WWW efaate rAaM/noki hin/arinla mmdO8a /o L INANO 14 2 IRFT A~ 3 A s avmm e e = TOTAL P.B4



