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Rio Vista Governor of the State of California

Solano County State Capitol Building
Suisun City  Sacramento, CA 95814
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RE:  Potential Impact to SR 12 Future Improvements Responsé Letter from the
Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The Solano Transportation Authority is concerned about recent comufights in a letter from Delta
Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force Chair Phil Isenberg to California Depéttment of Transportation
(Caltrans) Director Will Kempton. This letter, dated April 9, 2008, asks Director Kempton to
address issues related to anticipated sea level change in relation to thé portions of State Route 12
across the Delta. Unfortunately, the letter implies that the cost of dedlifig with these issues may be
excessive, and State Route 12 may become a non-viable roadway. ' '

Making State Route 12 a safe and adequate roadway has been one of thie priorities of the Solano
Transportation Authority for a number of years. State Route 12 is a riifrow, dangerous 2-lane
highway. It is a designated double fine zone. In many areas, State Reoiite 12 lacks adequate
shoulders, and the current median barriers, installed by Caltrans in 2007, are temporary safety fixes.

State Route 12 also carries a heavy burden of agricultural, commuter #iid recreational traffic to and
through the Delta. Commuters from the North Bay and East Bay, eastérn Contra Costa County and
San Joaquin County cross the Delta on State Route 12 every day, alofig with agricultural trucks
moving between the San Joaquin valley and Napa and Sonoma valleys: Department of Defense
cargo moves every day from the Defense Depot San Joaquin facilitie§ dcross State Route 12 to
Travis Air Force Base. Three bridges along the route may open for witer traffic at any time, further
disrupting highway traffic.

Future growth in the Bay Area, San Joaquin County and Sacramento E€bunty will make the traffic
situation on State Route 12 worse, as will additional ship traffic to thé ports of Sacramento and
Stockton. The narrow, undivided two lane highway that is barely adéiiiate to handle current traffic
will need substantial improvements. to make it a safe and reliable routé to and through the Delta for
future travelers.

M. Isenberg’s letter raises the specter of abandoning State Route 12 #€ross the Delta because of the
cost of bringing the facility to a point where it is safe from earthquaké #nd flood risks, and elevated
above anticipated future sea levels. The Selano Transportation Auth6fity is aware that the cost to
fully improve State Route 12 could run into the hundreds of millions &F dollars.
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Mr. Isenberg’s letter leaves out the cost of not maintaining and improving State Route 12 to the necessary
level. Commuters from San Joaquin County to the northern and eastemn Ba§f Area would be diverted to
already congested roadways such as State Ronte 4 in eastern Contra Costa €8unty or through I-5 and I-80
in Sacramento —and they would be joined by hundreds of big rigs carrying #fricultural products and
military cargos. Longer trips through already congested corridors would meédh more fuel used and more
air pollutants emitted — the exact opposite of what is needed to help restore 3 healthy Delta.

Finally, the communities along State Route 12, such as the City of Rio Vists; would be effectively
isolated. With no through access, the residents and businesses in Rio Vista 4fid other small communities
along SR 12 would face substantial social and economic hardship, added to their existing concerns about
the economic and ecological health of the Delta, The state cannot in good éénscious consider abandoning
.State Route 12 as a cross-Delta state highway.

The debate about State Route 12 needs to shift to the question of how to antiéipate and quantify the
transportation, ecological and financial challenges faced by State Route 12 = dnd the rest of the Delta —
and to develop an effective strategy to address these challenges. One oppoftiinity to do this will be
through the SR 12 Major Investment Study scheduled to be initiated by the ’STA in partnership with
SACOG, San Joaquin COG and Caltrans. The Solane Transportation Auth8Fity looks forward to being an
active participant in the process that helps restore the long-term health of thi& Delta for all of its users.

Sincerely,
W@MW‘

Eddie Woodruff
STA Board Chair
Mayor, City of Rio Vista

Ce: STA Board Members
The Honorable Mike Machado, Senate 5% District
The Honorable Lois Wolk, Assembly 7™ District
The Honorable Ellen Tauscher, 10® Congressional District
The Honorable Dan Lungren, 3™ Congressional District
Secretary Mike Chrismean, California Resource Agency
" Secretary Dale Bonner, Business, Transportation and Housing Agefiéy
Director Lester Snow, California Department of Water Resources
Director Will Kempton, California Department of Transportation
Chairman Phil Isenberg, Delta Blue Ribbon Task Force





